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Dear Friends of The AJ Foundation,  
 
It’s hard to believe another year has flown by! We at The AJ Foundation continue to be so grateful 
for all the support you and your families have given us despite the challenges we continue to live 
with each day due to COVID. Because of your efforts, those served in our program, like my son AJ, 
were able to continue working towards their goals. For AJ, those goals were to continue living his 
day-to-day life of working for Adelphi Research and Giuseppe's Family Restaurant, attending  
CrossFit at his local gym, and playing the piano at night for his family. While most of us understand 

the difficulties of keeping motivated during a pandemic, it can be 
even harder for an individual with autism to not only find the  
motivation, but to access the resources needed to fulfill their goals 
and meet their milestones. Because of your help, our participants 
were able to receive the instruction and resources they needed to 
accomplish these day-to-day tasks and major milestones. Every day 
that our participants work toward these goals helps bring a richer 
life to them and their families.  
 

When we opened CLC two decades ago, my family’s focus was on helping 

our son and hoping to help other families along the way. We never 

dreamed that AJF and CLC would expand to serve as many students as 

it does today! I look at CLC with such pride and know that it’s because 

of you that we are here. Thank you for believing in our vision and our 

mission! - Joanne Corless 

 

 

 
Dear Comprehensive Learning Center Community,  
  
As I look back over this past year, we have so many reasons to feel proud and grateful. We have 
had so much to celebrate! We welcomed new faces to our Education Program which means more 
children getting services they need! We saw some in our Adult Life Skills Program take on new and 
exciting job opportunities, forming new connections in our community. We saw more staff members 
excel in furthering their education and get credentialed in the science of ABA, and we welcomed 
new staff to the program. Additionally, we celebrated the graduation of Lucas and all he has 
achieved here in his time at CLC. On a personal note, my own son graduated, surrounded by family 
to celebrate his accomplishment. This really brings everything full circle in my own journey at CLC. 
My son wasn’t even born yet when CLC first started. To see him graduate reminds me of the years 
of work CLC has accomplished for the autism community and how exciting it is to see our students 
graduate through their own journey.  
 
Education is such a vital part of a person’s growth 
and independence in life. I am so grateful that my 
son, our caring and committed staff, and our stu-
dents and adults are getting the opportunity to reach 
their full potential. This would not be possible with-
out amazing community members like the ones we 
have at AJF & CLC. Thank you for all you have done 
and continue to do! 
 

Thank you! - Cindy Murphy 
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Graduations 

 Congratulations Lucas! This year we celebrated the graduation of Lucas H. on June 11, 
2021. After 15 years in the CLC education program, Lucas was prepared and excited to enter the 
Adult Life Skills Program. In the months leading up to his graduation, Lucas participated in writing 
his graduation speech by sharing his favorite memories as well as skills he learned during his time 
at CLC. After the speech was written, Lucas 
practiced delivering his speech daily with  
appropriate posture and articulation. He also  
helped to prepare a PowerPoint presentation with 
pictures of himself over the years that was played  
at the beginning and end of the graduation 
ceremony. Additionally, he spent time meeting with 
Chris O’Toole, the Director of the Adult Life Skills 
Program, to learn more about the program. During 
this meeting, Lucas shared with Chris his own 
strengths, expectations, and job interests.  

 
 

Celebrations - Fundraising in a Pandemic  

The AJ Foundation held its 13th Annual AJF Ride 4 Autism event in 
September, 2020, raising over $127,000!! Shout out to Team Blackthorn 
Rugby Bicycle Club who won the 2020 Team Challenge trophy! 

 

The AJ Foundation held its 24th Annual  AJF Golf 4 Autism 
event in October, 2020. This event raised over $115,000!! 
Special thank you to Makefield Highlands Club for hosting a 
wonderful day of fun and a delicious evening of food!  

 

 

The Annual Drive Campaign was a success, raising over $75,000!  

 

The AJ Foundation hosts its first ever Virtual Texas Hold’em 
Tournament and raised over $26,000! This fun -filled 
night offered the chance for participants to play from the 
comfort of their own home.  

 

 

The AJ Foundation hosts its 2nd Casino Night Mail Campaign in lieu of the 
in-person event. This campaign raised over $26,000 and offered great 
prizes to donors! Congrats to those who won!  
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Understanding Autism  

 When attempting to understand the life of an individual w ith autism, one should 
consider not only the aspects of his or her current day-to-day life, but also the journey to get there. 
We would like to share the story of a CLC student, Noah, who has made tremendous progress in his 
journey! To give the full picture of his story, we spoke with Noah’s family and the team of staff who 
have worked with Noah since his enrollment at CLC in 2016. 

“The first year of Noah’s life was pure joy. He was healthy, his 
development appeared normal, and he was such a happy baby,” says 
Noah’s mom. “After his first birthday, we started noticing concerning 
behaviors like not making eye contact, not responding to his name, 
and the flapping of his hands and fingers. It became so frequent that 
it led us to a developmental pediatrician who then confirmed his 
autism diagnosis at 27 months old. A year later we learned that he 
was non-verbal. 

As you can imagine, we did everything we could to get him help. We 
started with in-home therapy services for Speech, OT, and Applied 
Behavior Analysis (ABA), while he also attended an early childhood 
special education preschool program. We did this for about 3 years. While in preschool, we were 
able to see what was working for him and what was not, which helped us determine the necessary 
qualities his next school must have in our search for placement at a kindergarten level. 

We toured 13 different schools before we found CLC in December of 2015. We were hesitant about 
this visit at first because of the one-hour distance it was from our home, but our feelings quickly 
changed after completing the visit. The ABA program, the general school environment, 
professionalism of the staff, and high teacher retention were some of the qualities that attracted us 
most to CLC, qualities that were not being met by other programs we toured. Knowing what a great 
fit CLC would be for Noah and our family, we made the decision to enroll in the fall of 2016.” 

The beginning of a journey at CLC for Noah meant the hope for a brighter future for both he and his 
family. The work that Noah, his family, and his team of teachers at CLC would do over the next few 
years would not always be easy, but the outcomes would make it all worth it! Join us on a journey 
of the progress Noah has made since joining our Education Program at CLC.  

 When Noah started at CLC, his parents saw  much progress. “The first major 
improvement we saw right as he started was the increase in his eye contact and his response to his 
name,” says Noah’s mom. “Since then, his successes to date have been using the toilet and dressing 
independently, tooth brushing, less need for hand flapping, tolerating some parts of a doctor or 
dental exam, and zipping his jacket.”  

As Noah was making great strides in many areas, he still needed an effective way of communicating 
his wants and needs due to his non-verbal diagnosis. An Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC) Device had been introduced early on in Noah’s life, but time showed that due 
to the high-tech, computerized format of the device, the type of errorless teaching he needed was 
not achievable. As one can imagine, being unable to communicate was very frustrating for Noah and 
his family. Common to children with a diagnosis like Noah’s, he began expressing his frustrations 
with challenging behaviors. To compound matters, Noah was diagnosed with a complicated medical 
condition which was clearly causing him discomfort and pain. Without the ability to communicate his 
feelings and needs to his family and teachers, his situation became even more challenging when 

Continue reading on Page 4 3 



 

 

Understanding Autism 

he began displaying aggressive and self-harming behaviors. This was a scary, sad, and extremely 
difficult time that took a part of Noah’s childhood from him. But the team of staff at CLC, dedicated 
to improving Noah’s situation, intensified their focus on giving him the tools needed to express 
himself and get his needs met.  

This was a long and concentrated process with the most important part being the team approach. 
Noah’s family and CLC staff were in constant communication every step of the way. His 
accomplishments showed just how paramount this team approach would be.  

Noah’s team at CLC and his family communicated daily so that they 
could see the whole picture of Noah’s day-to-day experiences and, 
understand what was going on with him medically as well as the 
effect this all had on his challenging behavior. With a clear view of 
what was happening across both home and school, the team learned 
where the errors were occurring in Noah’s attempts to use his AAC 
Device.  

The first step to promote the type of errorless learning that Noah 
needed was to introduce a different AAC system that was not 
computerized. This system involved using picture icons that 
represented a few of his basic needs. Over time, Noah became 
proficient with his device and could independently communicate 
regardless of where he was. This was huge for Noah’s success! 

Noah, now having a way to communicate with his team at CLC, was able to tolerate demands, 
noises, and potential discomfort knowing he could express when things were becoming too difficult 

for him or when he wasn’t feeling well during the school day. This 
helped his team to understand his needs and limitations within his 
classroom so that he could focus on academic skills and engaging 
with his peers. This was another major success for Noah and his 
family. “More memorable accomplishments came for Noah with his 
successful first movie theater trip and his participation in a group 
gymnastic class program with other peers.” - Noah’s mom.  

Fast forward to today, where Noah is now making meaningful 
progress with his academic and independent life skills. He 

participates in school day activities with his peers, completes tasks at home with his family, and 
continues to build his communication using a more complex device. “Through our struggles, and a 
few losses along the way, the one thing that never wavered was the 
support from our team at CLC. They did not give up on Noah,” says Noah’s 
mom. “Today Noah is in a much healthier state, and we have no regrets in 
the healing journey we have chosen for him. Despite the setbacks, we are 
seeing an amazing comeback with his communication skills. We are so 
excited and looking forward to seeing his continued progress!”  

“We at CLC could not be happier for Noah and his family. This is a success 
story for the ages; a family and school team working together with the 
same goals and outcomes. Way to go Noah!” - Noah’s team at CLC  
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AJF Revenue 

$384,553 

Employee Sponsored Campaign 3% 

AJF Expenses $369,177 

Management  

& General 18% 

Annual Drive 
Campaign 
20% 

Casino Night 7% 

Golf 4 Autism 30% 

AJF Gifts for CLC 82% 

The AJ Foundation For Children With Autism (AJF) is a non-profit organization 
formed by parents, family members, and friends of children with autism. Our  
mission is to support quality educational programs that are based on the principles 

of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) and are dedicated to improving the 
lives of individuals with autism and their families within their  
communities.  
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AJF Ride 4 Autism 33% 

Texas Holdem 
Tournament 7% 



 

 

 

The Comprehensive Learning Center (CLC) focuses on maximizing the potential of  
individuals with autism from preschool through adulthood by providing intensive 
and comprehensive state-of-the-art education and behavioral services based on  
the scientifically validated procedures of Applied Behavior Analysis.  
 
Through the intensity of our program and by working closely with our families 
through collaboration and training, we prepare our learners to be as independent,  

self-sufficient, and socially adept as possible so they may be active,  
contributing members in their communities where they live,  
work and play.  
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CLC Expenses $3,466,621* 

CLC Revenue 

$4,160,053 

AJF Gifts 7% 

Management & 
General 15% 

Program Expenses - 
Education & ALSP 
85% 

Development  
Income 1% 

Misc. Income 2% 

Program Income 
Tuition & Waiver  

Funds 90% 

*PPP Forgiveness - (SBA-backed loan) that helps businesses keep their 
workforce employed during COVID-19 crisis; split attribution of expenses 
in the amount of $548,900. 



 

 

 

We have so many to thank for yet another great school year.  

Thank you to our event coordinators and volunteers, as well as the vendors who make 

these events possible. Thank you to our community partners who support our needs of 

volunteer work, vocational practice, and work placement for our students. And thank you 

to the community of supporters who help us spread the word!  

 

Thank you for supporting our mission, students, and families in the 20-21 School Year!  
 

Supporters who gave $10,000 or more  

Airtex     T.J. Kavanagh Foundation   Terrapin Care Station 

UHS of Delaware     
 

Supporters who gave $5,000 - $9,999  

Bucks County Foundation   Firstrust Bank     Foundations Community Partnership  

Rick & Rose Houseman   Incentive Systems, Inc.    Infinitive 

Isolite Corporation   Meridian Bank     Barry & Georgia Presti 

Dr. Anthony Matteo & Denise Ranucci Keith & Diane Reynolds   
 

Supporters who gave $1,000 - $4,999 

A. Esposito, Inc.     Leslie & Jeremy Amendola   American Overhead Door & Dock 

ARC Roofing Corporation   Sandy & Lynn Aurbach   B. Blair Corporation 

Schi & Amy Berk    Bernardo Wealth Planning   Bill Lynn RE/MAX Realty Services 

Don & Dos Bourlier   Paul & Edith Brittain   Jill & Christopher Brooks 

Joseph Bryne     Gregg & Joanne Buber   Suzanne & John Burke 

Tony & Joan Canuso   Chesheim Dental Associates  Child Development Foundation  

Maureen & Mike Clark   Clemens Food Group LLC    Scott Davis 

Marlene De La Cruz   David & Jane Dekorte   Chris & Tiffany DiMedio 

Edward Dixon    Mark Dooley    Kurt & Maria Ebrahim 

Mike & Patty Feeney   John & Bonnie Filipowicz   Mike & Sally Flis 

  William & Debra Gatti    General Air Products 

  Tony & Chris Giaimo    Julie & George Giovani 

  Charalampos Giovani    Paul & Barb Harclerode 

  Robert Heenan     Scott & Maggie Heit 

  Jennifer & Curtis Homewood   Matthew & Irene Hurford 

  Andrew & Courtney Hurford   Independence Blue Cross 

  IUOE Local 542     Steve & Victoria Jacobson 

  Michael & Diane Joyce    Jim & Eileen Keba 

  Phil & Lena Lakjer    Larsen Lakjer 

  Leahy Life Plan     Dan & Sandie Lehner 

  Mike & Missy Little    Scott & Kathy MacDonald 

  Mauger & Company, Inc.    Trish McClay 7 



 

 

Supporters who gave $1,000 - $4,999 Continued  

McHales, Inc.     William & Maura McMonagle  David Meschel 

Mike & Michele Meyer   Cindy Murphy    M&T Bank 

Timothy & Maureen O’Connor  Christopher & Mara O’Neil   Outback Steakhouse 

Mike & Tracy Palovich   Jiten Patel    Christopher Patterson 

Presti Industries     Presto Tape    Sandmeyer Steel 

Luke & Lauren Schmidt   Alan Schwartz    Michele & John Silverthorn 

Silvi Group    Specialty Ring Products, Inc.  St. Peter’s Nursery 

Robert Thal     The Ice Cream Pedaler, LLC  Timothy & Janine Wade 

Waverly Management   Wawa Foundation    Matthew & Michelle Wilkov 
 

Supporters who gave $500 - $999 

 

Amy Abel     Access Services    ACEing Autism  

Bradley & Susan Allen   Kristin & Jamie Biddle   Bob Scanlon 

Jeff & Eve Brightcliffe   John & Jackie Brightcliffe   Joseph & Cherie Bruno 

Joy Bunson     Susan Capps    Mark & Judy Civil 

Dan & Andrea Clancy   Coastal Insurance Consulting, LLC  Peter & Lia Condax 

Allan & Joanne Corless   Gerry & Nori Coyle   Kathleen Crane 

David & Amy Cummins   Robert Davis    Jennifer Decker 

Dave Delizza    Kathy & Joseph Descher   Christine & Joe Downey 

Richard Drumm    Aaron & Bobby Eastwood   Faulkner Buick GMC Trevose 

David Felker    Joe & Nancy Ferrara   Robert & Leighann Forbes 

General Partition Company, Inc.  James Gilbarty    James & Debra Gilbert 

Brian Glancey    Bernard Gottlieb    Gottlieb Family Foundation 

Gragilla’s Auto Body   Patrick & Daphne Hayes   Mark Howard 

Greg Keenan    Paul & Judy Kelly    Jim & Donna Kelly 

Tom & Susie Kelly    Kissin Fresh Meats Inc.    Jason & Dawn Kizel 

Kline & Spectter, P.C.   Yeamie & Kaveh Kousari   Pamela Kuhn 

Barbara & Ken Leon   Frank & Estella Lynch    Joseph McCarthy 

Joe & Joyce McCreavy   Michael McGinn    McMenamin Family ShopRite 

Michael Meehan    Jim Mehling    David & Katherine Mele 

Mike & Mary Beth Nagy   James & Amber O’Leary   Thomas O’Toole 

John & Donna Park   Paylocity  

Stephen & Christine Perry    Maria Schraier 

Shari Jones Physical Therapy, Inc.  Dahan & Bridget Sheref 

David Shine    Marc Siebert 

Ed & Bette Ann Silverthorn   Smokin Jim’s BBQ 

Leo & Debra Sniger   Straub Tree 

Nick Triolo    Vitas Healthcare 

Mike & BethAnn Walker   Williams Bergey Koffel Funeral Home 

Steve & Rebecca Wolfe   Wouch, Maloney & Co., LLP 

            Larry & Debbie Yanoshik      
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Supporters who gave $200 - $499 Continued  

Lawrence & Georgina Acchione  A-Jon Construction, Inc.   Allergy & Asthma Specialists, P.S. 

Sam & Karen Amendola  The Ames Family    Chad & Jamie Amsler 

Farhad Ashrafi-Khouzani  Backyard Beans Coffee Company  Ron Bannister 

Baum, Smith & Clemens, LLP  Norm Bellemore    Thomas & Rose Beveridge 

John & Jean Bieber  John Blackledge    Kenneth Botte 

Pat Bradley  Adam & Camille Brittain   Sean & Sherry Brogan 

Brendan Brown  Matt & Emily Buckley   Buckley & Company, Inc. 

Daniel Burke  Nick & Kristi Bushner   Karri Ann Byrne 

Mark & Valerie Call  Keith Calligaro    Joe Canuso 

Giovanni Carpino  Carr & Duff Inc.    Robin & Robert Church 

Colmar Dentistry For Kids, LLC  Andrew Cooper    Glen & Amy Coral 

Corporate Visions Inc.  Michael & Kellian Coyle   Kevin Coyle 

William Crane  Marc Crespi    Jim & Janette Dacey 

Joseph & Rosemarie DeFelice  Scott & Carolyn Demouth   Andrew & Leslie Deroo 

Diener Money Management  Kevin P. Donoghue   Haley Dorsaneo 

Kevin P. & Erin Feeney Driscoll  John & Helen Eccleston   Katherine Edel 

Edward Freeman Nut Company  Paul & Christine Favorite   Franklin Fisher 

CJ Fitzgerald  Jack Fitzpatrick    Joseph & Christine Fluehr 

Rs Fournier  Jim & Roseann Fox   Chris Freddo 

Frog Commissary  Gateway Search Associates   Gemel Precision Tool Co., Inc. 

The Ghavami Family  Beth Gilbert    Maureen Glowacki 

Jonathan & Iris Gold  Goldfish Swim School   John Goldner 

Zach & Andrea Goldsmith  Golf Outing Productions   Brian Gomolka 

Lee & Eileen Green  Gary & Natalie Grosner   W.J. Gross 

The Gupta Family  Paul Hamnett    Youngil Han 

Shane Hanna  Lindsay & Adam Havas   Lynn & Dave Hepburn 

Robert Hogg  Matt Homka    Florence Houseman 

Herbert Huang  Andrew Hutchinson   Independence Planning Group 

Jill Jackson  Daniel Jacobsen    Michelina Jones 

K & K Landscaping  Greg & Jodie Keenan   Ed & Peg Kelleher 

     Linda Ann Kerns       Jim & Marianne Killoran 

     Douglas King        John & Linda Kingsbury 

     Greg & Katie Klemm       Chris & Jodie Kohar  

     David Krieman        Helen Clint & Brian Kriegbaum 

     John Kryven        Robert Kuzniacki 

     Phil Kyle        Mark & Allison Laderman 

     Francis (Bud) & Judy Leinenbach     Therea Lepitre 

     Charles Lewis        Lockgrange Engineering LLC 

     Gregory & Dana Lynch       Thomas & Lani MacAniff  

     Sanford Malakoff       Susan Maletta 

     Chris & Lisa Maniaci       Marcho Farms Inc.  
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Supporters who gave $200 - $499 Continued 

Marone Contractors   Tom & Sharon Martin   Bernie McCabe 

Paul McCarthy    Joe & Kimberly McCarthy   Joseph McColgan 

Michael & Mary Kim McCormick  Donald Mcgreary    Sean McGinley 

Ryan McGrady    Joseph & Elsie McHale   Joseph McIlhinney 

Sally McIlhinney Rusin   Colleen Ruland & Rafael Mercedes  Charles Mikolajewski 

Frederick Minges    Sarah Mott    Laura Moye 

Mark Mucciacciaro   Marie & Vincent Musco   Todd Nixon 

The O’Brien Family   Barbara O’Neil    Annmarie O’Brien 

Matt O’Brien    William Parkes    Brad Parkes 

Dhimant Patel    Joe & Susan Peckham   Mon & Lisa Pen 

Jennie & Roeum Peou   Dorothee Pepper    Amy & Bill Perry 

Todd & Susan Pippert   Tyler Poutre    Maysie Presti 

Prudential Bank    Maria Petsos & Thomas Psarras  Matthew Pugh 

R&R Voice & Data, Inc.   Heather Weigand    Joseph & Elizabeth Rambo 

Robert & Bonnie Rambo   Paul Rambo    James Rensman 

Stephanie Riedel    Michael Rittenhouse   Road-Con, Inc. 

Gregory Rogerson    Michael & Karen Rosenburg  Caitlin & Craig Roth 

Margaret Rowe    Colleen Ruland    Sandy Sage 

Rich & Nanci Sampson   Marc Sassin    Vincent & MaryAnn Schino 

Paul & Amy Scullion   Bruce Semisch    Seravalli Foundation 

Anand Shukla    Bill & Carolyn Silverthorn   Patrick Silverthorn 

Joseph & Eileen Sinni   John Smith    Robert Spadaford 

Richard Speeney    Matthew Stephens   Jim & Jerri Stevensom 

Jason & Megan Sturm   Tracy Sullivan    Terrance Talbot 

Jackie & Raquel Tan   TeamLogic IT of Newtown   Greg Tomlinson 

Mark Torstenson    Jeffrey Triester    Tullyvision Production Services 

Joy Twelves    Bembe & Colleen Urusow   Carl & Joanne Valetich 

Frank Vellucci    Druce Vertes    Michael Volz 

Derek Walton    Tom Ward    Scott Weaver 

Nancy Breslin & Charles Webster  Lori & Jeff Weiss    Stanley Wieglus 

Nancy & Matthew Williamson  Woodrow & Associates, Inc.   Michael Yerkes 

Julie & Peter Young   Deanna Young 

Colin Young    Philip Zuzelo  

 

Thank you to everyone who made a donation to our 20-21 Fiscal 

year. No matter the size of your donation, every penny goes 

towards our mission. Your donations help bring more opportunities 

to the students of the Comprehensive Learning Center. We 

appreciate you!  
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Mark your calendars for our upcoming events! 

AJF Texas Hold’em Tournament 

May 21, 2022 

AJF Casino Night  

April 23, 2022 

AJF Virtual Texas Hold’em 

Tournament 

February 18, 2022  

AJF Ride 4 Autism 

September 10, 2022 

AJF Golf 4 Autism  

October 17, 2022  


